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ethereal narratives that might have come from the pen of a sorrowful, distinctly Belgian Italo Calvino. It is
accompanied by two meditative essays on reading and writing that fall in the tradition of Marcel Proust and
Julien Gracq. Paul Willems (1912-97) published his first novel, Everything Here Is Real, in 1941. Three more novels
and, toward the end of his life, two collections of short stories bracketed his career as a playwright.
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