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XVI. THE FORT SNELLING RESERVATION FROM the time of the
arrival of Colonel Leavenworth with a battalion of infantry in the
late summer of 1819 to the establishment of the territory thirty
years later, Fort Snelling was the principal point of interest on
the upper Mississippi above Prairie du Chien. The American Fur
Company had its chief trading post under the guns of the fort.
The Indian agent had his residence and council house a short
walk from the main gateway of the inclosure. There travelers
and traders found their journey s end or their point of departure
for further excursions. Above all, the garrison of the fort, though
always small in number, was the only physical guaranty of
peace and order over an immense area. Although its
importance diminished after the establishment of the territorial
government, events followed which may warrant the...
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