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In the first gush of our sorrow and our indignation because of
this atrocity, we waited not for any official prompting to pour
forth our grief in tremulous, glowing words of mingled
emotion, as the irrepressible bidding of our hearts draped our
homes and our sanctuaries in the weeds of a national funeral.
Let no one say that those manifestations of regret, of anguish
were premature, were superficial. Every day of the interval
since elapsed has only justified and strengthened them. If space
gained for reflection upon that awful deed of shame has begun
to disclose in what ways an overruling Providence can turn it
to good account in our future career, this does not go a hair s
breadth toward changing our feelings, then first spontaneously
expressed, concerning our common bereavement and its
unutterably wicked cause. It is well, that, after these weeks of
meditation and observation, we are drawn again, in...
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