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control -- United States. Excerpt: . . . National Security Strategy. The concept of containment at the heart of US
national security strategy actually predates the Cold War. The Soviet Union was our ally of necessity in World
War II, but the United States and other western leader-ship recognized that the Soviet combination of history
and ide-ology dictated a cautious approach aFer the war. The United States vision for the post-war world was
for an era of peaceful cooperation and recovery with security ensured by the four policemen : the United
States, Great Britain, the Soviet Union, and China. This desired stability would be accomplished by a strategy of
containment by inclusion or integration, bringing the Soviet Union fully and equally into the normal commu-
nity of nations. This would be accomplished largely through economic assistance and diplomacy. But Soviet
intransigence at every turn led the United States to search for an alternative implementation strategy, or one of
containment by isolation. From its philosophical-political-economic roots in the argu-ments of George Kennan
to its blueprint for military imple-mentation in National Security Council ( NSC )-68, containment was built to
both limit and channel Soviet behavior toward eventual conformation to Western norms and structures. Of the
four policemen, now joined by mainland Western Europe into five power centers, only the USSR was seen as
antago-nistic and obstructionist. China remained weak and relatively peripheral, so the early policy focus was
on shoring up the psychological strength while rebuilding Great Britain and Europe. Early eHorts sought to
include the...
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