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COMMONWEALTH OF LETTERS: BRITISH LITERARY CULTURE AND
THE EMERGENCE OF POSTCOLONIAL AESTHETICS

Oxford University Press Inc. Hardback. Book Condition: new. BRAND NEW PRINT ON DEMAND., Commonwealth
of Letters: British Literary Culture and the Emergence of Postcolonial Aesthetics, Peter J. Kalliney,
Commonwealth of Letters complicates the traditional understanding of the relationship between elite, aging
modernists like T.S. Eliot and the generation of colonial poets and novelists from Africa and the Caribbean-
Kamau Brathwaite, Ngugi wa Thiong'o, Jean Rhys, and others-who rose to prominence aDer World War Two.
Rather than a mostly one-sided relationship of exploitation, Kalliney emphasizes how both groups depended
on-and thrived oE-one another. The modernists, dispirited by the turn to a kind of bland, welfare-state realism
in literature and the rise of commercial mass culture, sought rejuvenation and kindred spirits amongst a group
of emigre writers from the Caribbean and Africa who had been educated in the literary curriculum exported to
the colonies in the years before 1945. For their part, the postcolonial writers, ambitious for literary success and
already skeptical of the trend toward corruption and philistinism among their compatriot anticolonial
politicians, sought the access to cultural capital and the comforting embrace of literature provided by
metropolitan modernists. As a result, modernist networks became defined by the exchange between
metropolitan and colonial writers. In several chapters, Kalliney provides compelling analyses of colonial writers
in postwar cultural institutions, such as the BBC, literary anthologies, and high profile English publishers such
as Faber & Faber and Heinemann, developer of the African Writers Series. Throughout, Kalliney acknowledges
the elements of cultural imperialism, and paternalism involved in these relationships; however, he broadens our
perspective on postcolonial writers by emphasizing the strategic ways they manipulated these elite modernist
networks to advance their own cultural agendas.Transatlantic Modernism and the Emergence of Postcolonial
Literature is a study of midcentury literary institutions integral to modernism and postcolonial writing....
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You May Also Like

Th e Well- Train ed  M in d : A  Gu id e to  C lassical Ed u catio n  at H o me ( H ard b ack)                     
WW Norton Co, United States, 2016. Hardback. Book Condition: New. 4th Revised edition. 244
x 165 mm. Language: English . Brand New Book. The Well-Trained Mind will instruct you, step
by step, on how to...
R ead  Bo o k »   

Th e Fro g Tells  H er Sid e o f  th e Sto ry :  H ey  Go d , I  m H av in g an  A w f u l Vacatio n  in                                         
Egy p t Th an ks to  M o ses! ( H ard b ack)          
Broadman Holman Publishers, United States, 2013. Hardback. Book Condition: New. Cory
Jones (illustrator). 231 x 178 mm. Language: English . Brand New Book. Oh sure, we ll all heard
the story of Moses and the...
R ead  Bo o k »   

Oxf o rd  R ead in g Tree R ead  w ith  BiE,  C h ip ,  an d  Kip p er:  P h o n ics:  L ev el 3:  Su ch  a                             
Fu ss ( H ard b ack)    
Oxford University Press, United Kingdom, 2011. Hardback. Book Condition: New. 172 x 142
mm. Language: English . Brand New Book. Read With BiE, Chip and Kipper is the UK s best-
selling home reading series. It...
R ead  Bo o k »   

Beco min g a Sp acew alker:  M y  J o u rn ey  to  th e Stars ( H ard b ack)                 
Purdue University Press, United States, 2014. Hardback. Book Condition: New. 284 x 216 mm.
Language: English . Brand New Book. This nonfiction picture book is a children s version of
NASA astronaut Jerry L. Ross...
R ead  Bo o k »   

Th e gen u in e b o o k marketin g case an aly sis o f  th e th e lam ligh t.  Y in  Qih u a                               
Scien ce P ress 21.00( C h in ese Ed itio n )        
paperback. Book Condition: New. Ship out in 2 business day, And Fast shipping, Free Tracking
number will be provided aDer the shipment.Paperback. Pub Date :2007-01-01 Pages: 244
Publisher: Science Press Welcome Our service and quality...
R ead  Bo o k »   
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